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Issue One           Created, Edited and Published            Summer 2007 

                                                 by 
                                    The West Clermont Democrats 
 
2008-09 Budget Adopted by State Senate 

Strickland’s Vision for Ohio Wins Support of Democrats 
and Republicans 
 
With strong bipartisan 
support, on June 13th the 
Ohio state senate passed 
Gov. Ted Strickland’s 
state spending budget 
proposal for 2008-09.  
The $52.3 million dollar 
spending plan, which had 
previously received 
unanimous support by 
the state house, became 
law with Strickland’s 
signature on June 30th. 
 
The Governor issued this press release on June 13, 2007. 
“Today’s historic vote marks another significant step forward for all Ohioans.  
Senate President Harris, Leader Fedor, Sen. John Carey and Sen. Dale Miller and all 
senators deserve tremendous credit for promoting a bipartisan budget focused on the 
issues that matter most.  Today’s passage brings us one step closer to meaningful 
change in the lives of average Ohioans, including: A two year tuition freeze at state 
colleges and universities, a significant tax cut for every homeowner over the age of 
65, while increasing state support for local schools and 20,000 more Ohio children 
who will have access to affordable health care coverage. 
These are accomplishments we can all be proud of.” 
 
The Toledo Blade quoted Republican Sen. Randy Gardner of Bowling Green: “I find 
it absolutely stunning that essentially the new governor has embraced tax reform, has 
embraced for now the legislature’s working on primary and secondary education 
funding, and we all together marched forward in an aggressive way on higher 
education”. 
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OHIO & CLERMONT COUNTY CONTACT INFO 
U.S. SENATE – CONGRESS 

U.S. Rep. Jean Schmidt 
238 Cannon Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
PH: (202) 225-3164 / FAX: (202) 225-1992 

 
U.S. Sen. George Voinovich  

524 Hart Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

PH: (202) 224-3353 
 

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown 
455 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 
PH: (202) 224-2315 / FAX: (202) 224-3353 

 
OHIO STATE LEGISLATORS 

State Sen. Tom Niehaus, District 14 
Room #38 Ground Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 
PH: (614) 466-8082 

  
State Rep. Joseph Uecker 

District #66 
77 South High Street 

11th Floor 
Columbus, OH 43215 

PH: (614) 719-3966 / FAX: (614) 466-8134 
 

State Rep. Tom Brinkman 
District #34 

77 South High Street 
11th Floor 

Columbus, OH 45215 
PH: (614) 644-6886 / FAX: (614) 719-3588 

 
CLERMONT COUNTY 

Mary Walker – Robert Proud – Scott Croswell 
County Commissioners 

Clermont County Administration Building 
101 East Main Street 
Batavia. OH 45103 
PH: (513) 732-7275 

 
Clermont County Board of Elections 

76 South Riverside Drive 
Batavia, OH 45103 
PH: (513) 732-7275 

 
Lobbyists and Activist Groups suggest that the most effective method for 

voters to influence elected officials is to call or write letters.  Avoid e-mail if 
possible. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rasmussen Report: 

Democrats Trusted More Than Republicans on 
10 Key Issues! (as published on the DNC webpage) 
 
According to a Rasmussen Report published on July 3, 2007 “Democrats are 
currently trusted more than Republicans on all ten issues measured in the survey.  
The report notes that Democrats even have slight advantages on National Security 
and Taxes, two issues “owned” by Republicans during the generation since Ronald 
Regan took office.” 
 
On National Security, 46% now trust Democrats more, while 43% prefer the GOP.  
On taxes, the Democrats have a five-point advantage, 47% to 42%.  Democrats enjoy 
double-digit advantages on ethics and government corruption, the war in Iraq, 
immigration, education, Social Security and healthcare.  The Republicans are within 
single digits on abortion and the economy. 
 
Rasmussen Reports monthly surveys have shown a sharp decline in the number of 
Americans considering themselves Republicans over the past eight months.  
Democrats currently enjoy an 11-point advantage on the Generic Congressional 
Ballot. 
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THE WEST CLERMONT DEMOCRATS is a 
chartered group dedicated to identifying and discussing 
issues of social concern, public policy and government 
with voters in Clermont County.  Additionally, we 
strive to organize and mobilize citizens to elect and 
support officials who promote an open democratic 
process and seek progressive solutions to community 
problems.  We value and encourage discussion and 
pointed debate from all political viewpoints.  We 
believe in the power of collective action to effect 

positive change in our geographic area and seek to bring together individuals across 
the boundaries of gender, age, religion, race and economic status to identify those 
issues and resolve them through collaborative efforts. 
 
Please attend our next meeting to see how we are making a difference here in 
Clermont County.  Our group meets on the third Monday of each month.  
 
Membership is open to Democrats and others of like mind who want to become 
politically active and have an impact on community affairs.  You can tailor your 
level of activity to fit your personal interest and schedule demands.  Suggested 
annual dues are $50 per year, $25 per half.  
 
For individuals associated with other organizations concerned with government and 
public policy, please contact us, we may have an interest in supporting your group’s 
activities or cause.    
 
The West Clermont Democrats group was chartered in June of 2005.  We are 
affiliated with the Clermont County Democratic Party. 
 
Points of Contact: 
 
West Clermont Democrats   
125 Lakefield Dr. 
Milford, OH 45150 
westclermontdems@gmail.com  
 
Clermont County Democratic Party HQ 
PO Box 475 
Batavia, OH 45103 
Ph: (513) 732-2378 
E-mail: clermontdems@cinci.rr.com 
On the web: www.clermontdems.org 
 
 
 

Page 11 

HIGHLIGHTS OF GOV. STRICKLAND’S 2008 – 2009  
STATE BUDGET AGREEMENT 

·  Expansion of government health care to 20,000 more children living in 
families earning up 300% of the federal poverty level, about $62,000 for a 
family of four. 

·  Increased support for colleges, universities and student scholarships above 
the Governor’s original proposal and a freeze in tuition rates for two years. 

·  Authorization for the Ohio Tobacco Prevention Foundation to create a 
nonprofit organization to raise funds to replace loss of future tobacco 
settlement money. 

·  Continuation of a statewide program providing grants to parents to send 
children in failing public schools to private and religious schools. 

·  New pilot voucher program for special education students in any grade to 
receive grants of up to $20,000 to attend alternative or private programs 
from 2009 through 2014. 

·  Full restoration of the Student Choice Grant program providing  $900-a-
year grants to students attending a private Ohio college or university. Gov. 
Strickland originally proposed limiting the grant to students from lower and 
moderate-income families.  He compromised on this measure. 



So there you have it.  School districts are considered essential players in not only 
educating, but also keeping our children safe and well.  Should we, the general 
society, also be involved?  What’s in it for us?  
 
Many reports have been published recently showing the cost to Ohio and the nation 
of the school dropouts and uneducated future adults.  Ohio’s future economy requires 
a well-educated workforce; today’s students.  Families and schools need community 
support, financial and physical, if our economy is to be strong enough to support all 
of us, young and old. 
 
All children are our children.  Their education, safety, wellness and health contribute 
to the strength of our communities and our economy.  We all need to care about and 
support our children and the families and schools that take care of their needs.  E-
mail: Jane.Sonenshein@ode.state.oh.us 
 

26,529 County Residents for Strickland! 
In the November 2006 election, Ohio voters validated the state’s reputation as the 
nation’s bell weather ballot.  By way of this vote Ohioans demonstrated to everyone 
that government, at all levels, must act responsibly by addressing issues such as 
education, economic development and health care with policies that are fair to all.  
The election brought into office Governor Ted Strickland and Lt. Governor Lee 
Fisher, plus Senator Sherrod Brown, Ohio Treasurer Richard Cordray, Secretary of 
State Jennifer Brunner and Attorney General Marc Dann, all Democrats.   In 
Clermont County 26,529 people voted for Strickland.  Are you one of those who 
did?  If you are, perhaps, you would like to see the same kinds of change continue 
here at home.  If you are interested in ending our county’s lopsided one party 
governance, contact us, we have some ideas.  Consider becoming more involved in 
the great American democratic process.  We will show you how to do so and make 
your efforts meaningful.  
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Second Congressional District 

Democrats Line Up to Challenge Schmidt 
Based upon last year’s razor thin margin of victory in the race for Ohio’s 2nd 
Congressional district, Rep. Jean Schmidt’s continued blind support for Bush 
administration policy and her frequent public relations gaffs, challengers from both 
political parties have announced their intentions to seek the seat she currently holds.  
Because of strong Democratic voting trends in the eastern counties of the district and 
continuing liberal gains in Hamilton county, Schmidt appears vulnerable.  In this 
campaign her opponents have begun organizing much earlier and appear to be better 
financed in the initial stages.  Additionally, because of the close margin in the 2006 
race, the Ohio Democrat Party, veterans groups and local labor unions are expected 
to weigh in after the primary election.  For information about Democrats that have 
entered the primary race see the announcements and bio’s in our newsletter.  
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INSIGHT: WHY RUN FOR PUBLIC OFFICE?  
“It is not enough to understand, or to see clearly. The future 
will be shaped in the arena of human activity, by those 
willing to commit their minds and their bodies to the task.” 
Robert F. Kennedy 
 

This Newsletter presented by: 
 
 
 
PH:_________________________        Please attend our next gathering at: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:________________________   Time:____________________________ 
 



VICTORIA WULSIN 
Profile of a Compelling Congressional Candidate 
As the daughter of a social worker and a teacher, and the granddaughter of ministers, 
Vic learned at an early age the value of helping others and the meaning of a life 
dedicated to service.  

After graduating from Shaw High School, Vic earned her B.A. at Harvard and her 
M.D. at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland. After earning a doctorate in 
Public Health, specializing in epidemiology, Dr. Vic returned to Ohio to raise her 
family and serve her community. 

As a uniformed officer with the US Public Health 
Service, Vic brought unions and business leaders 
together to improve worker safety.  Together, they 
reduced carcinogens in the workplace through a nation-
wide effort against vinyl chloride, a chemical known to 
cause liver cancer.  She has fought for occupational 
safety through her work with the International Chemical 
Workers and the United Steel Workers.  

Vic’s work as a doctor has taken her to over twenty 
nations.  She directed a five-year, $30 million project to 
promote women’s health in five countries in Africa and 

Asia, and she finished the project on time and on budget. Vic assisted the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID) in reconstruction efforts 
following the genocide in Rwanda.  Most recently she founded SOTENI 
International, a non-profit organization dedicated to preventing HIV and AIDS 
among orphans in Kenya.  

With Dr. Lawson Wulsin, her husband of 28 years and a professor of medicine at the 
University of Cincinnati, Vic has raised four wonderful sons, all educated in local 
public schools. The Wulsin family has lived in the 2nd Congressional District for 20 
years. Victoria and Lawson are active members of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in 
Terrace Park.   

In the 2006 election Vic won 49.5% of the vote- just 2,500 votes short of beating 
Jean Schmidt.  Thanks to her rock-bottom approval ratings, Schmidt has already 
been placed on Karl Rove's "most vulnerable" Republicans list.  The people of our 
district are ready for change, and Vic is ready to bring back honest, responsible 
leadership.  
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Disabled Veterans by Don Couser, Veteran U.S. Army 
 
A few months ago the Washington Post disclosed the deplorable living conditions of 
veterans being treated at Walter Reed Medical Center.  This is just one example of 
this administration’s disregard for veterans.  In 2004 President Bush encouraged 
Congress to pass a law to create the “Veterans Disability Benefits Commission” to 
study benefits of veterans.  The President appointed five members; the GOP leaders 
appointed six members and the Democrats two members.  The President designated 
the chairman and tasked him with COST SAVING: 
 

1) Make disability pensions taxable. 
2) Offer lump sums rather than pensions. 
3) Compensate only for loss of earning power. 
4) Eliminate quality of life considerations.  
5) Require yearly financial statements to show need. 
6) Identify new techniques for measuring mental disorders. 

 
These are just a few examples of items the Commission has been studying and 
researching since 2004.  The final report is due in October which will probably 
recommend that the procedures the Department of Veterans Affairs uses to 
compensate disabled veterans be completely revamped.  The Commission already 
advocated that 72,000 veterans suffering PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) be 
investigated for fraud.  It also has succeeded in increasing the co-pays for 
prescription drugs bought from the VA. 
 
I am sure that the commission report, if adopted, will result in lower costs, however 
several groups are opposing the Commission’s work including 4 million veterans.  
Some of the changes will require legislation.  Will your congressional representative 
support this ill-advised Commission’s report to reduce benefits to disabled veterans? 

Schools & Society (continued from page 8) 
Why are all these departments interested in working together?  The failure to help 
children feel safe and grow up with self-understanding and self control creates a 
terrible cost to our state and society. 
 
The School Prevention and Protective Policy was developed as the schools’ 
responsibility within Ohio’s Shared State Prevention Framework, a collaboration of 
the agencies representing all the social service departments as well as Criminal 
Justice, Attorney General’s office and the Governor.  Why are all these departments 
interested in working together?  The failure to help children feel safe and grow up 
with self-understanding and self control creates a terrible cost to our state and 
society.     
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Do You Know…The next general election day is Tuesday, November 6, 2007 
In order to vote you must have voted in at least one general, primary or 
special election in last four years.  If you are not sure when you last voted, 
call the Clermont County Board of Elections at (513) 732-7275. 



Commentary 

School Support Society and the Economy 
 

By Jane Sonenshein, State Board of Education, 10th District 
 
Our children deserve to be safe.  Our children deserve to be 
healthy.  Our children deserve to be educated. 
Whose responsibility is it to meet these important needs of our 
children?  Certainly parents provide a major portion of the effort to 
make sure their children grow up safe, well and educated.  Families 

are the first educators, and home should be a safe place where children learn morals, 
ethics and right from wrong.  
 
Increasingly schools are being asked to widen their areas of responsibility.  Already, 
schools are working harder to keep students in school and to assure a high quality 
education even without, sometimes, the involvement and commitment of parents, 
which all studies have found is the key ingredient for student success.  Report Cards 
issued on schools and districts require all students to show adequate improvements 
and proficiency. 
 
What about safety?  Schools take a lead in this concern, too.  Just adopted by the 
Ohio Board of Education is the State Prevention and Protective Policy designed to 
encourage school districts to create safer, more caring learning environments with 
the necessary supportive polices, programs and practices in place to prevent students 
from engaging in alcohol and other drug use, violence and other destructive 
behaviors that might lead to or include suicide.  It calls for districts to collect data in 
order to understand the scope and nature of local problems and how current practices 
are addressing needs in fair, consistent ways in each school building.  New policies 
should be added that includes professional development, family and community 
engagement, and student education, involvement, support and encouragement. 
 
Federal law requires all school districts to have an established wellness policy.  The 
State Board is working with representatives of industries, Ohio PTA, and Ohio 
School Boards Association, Ohio Departments of Health & Recreation and School 
Nutrition Association as well as the Children’s Hunger Alliance to help districts as 
they work to develop and implement this new mandated policy to ensure good eating 
choices and healthful activity for our children. 
 
The School Prevention and Protective Policy was developed as the schools’ 
responsibility within Ohio’s Shared State Prevention Framework, a collaboration of 
the agencies representing all the social service departments as well as Criminal 
Justice, Attorney General’s office and the Governor. (continued on page 9, see: 
Schools & Society). 
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JEFF SINNARD FOR CONGRESS 
 

You have probably noticed the 2008 election 
season has already started.  In this 
Presidential election year you will likely get 
tired of hearing from candidates.  But I hope 
you take a moment and consider my 
candidacy. 
 
The American people are troubled, but our 
country remains great.  Our government 
lacks leadership but our people remain 
strong.  In America we are blessed with great 
abundance, but some of the least of us 
remain in need. We face challenges, but let 
no one ever doubt that American’s can solve 

any problem; face any enemy and survive any test. America is the greatest nation on 
the face of the Earth, but I believe we have the opportunity to be even better. 
 
Very briefly let me tell you a little about myself.  I am 44 years old.  I was born and 
raised in Cincinnati.  I am a husband and father.  For nearly 20 years I have made my 
living as a civil engineer.  I am running for Congress to propose a vision of 
possibility and hope in a time of cynicism and fear. 
 
Beginning in the 2005 special election I ran for Congress for one simple reason – I 
got tired of waiting for the perfect candidate.  That is not to say I am perfect, far 
from it.  I do not have any prior experience holding elected office.  Unlike most other 
candidates I am not independently wealthy.  I am, by nature, quiet and introverted.  
But on the other hand, I am not mired in the political system.  I owe nobody any 
favors.  I passionately care about the issues and believe that the actions of politicians 
in Washington have real consequences.  And perhaps, just now, a quiet thoughtful 
representative might be a nice change of pace.  

 
So why vote for Jeff Sinnard?  The simplest reason I can give is because we agree on 
more than we disagree.  I have tried to be honest and straightforward with my 
positions.  Check me out.  Look at the website, attend an event and listen to me 
speak or just drop me a line.  You can find much more online at 
www.SINNARD.com. 
 
I remain gravely concerned about the future of America.  We all need to find a way 
to work together.  Democrat with Republican.  America with the world.  People from 
different backgrounds coming together to find common ground, to work for the 
common good.  It really is just common sense. 
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Legislation and Oversight 

Pelosi, Democrat Majority Revitalize 
Congressional Leadership 
 
As the 2008 Presidential campaign begins to take shape an early indication from 
polling seems to suggest that voters are in the mood for change.  If it is true, that 
people want action and expect our government to change, the newly elected 110th 
Congress is performing well ahead of the curve.  Without doubt, under the leadership 
of Sen. Harry Reid and Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, the do-nothing days of 
the Republican the lead 109th Congress are over. Since January, this Congress has 
already passed several important legislative initiatives that could serve as a 
foundation for great progress.  The new Democrat majority in the House and Senate 
arrived in Washington with a 100-day plan and a clearly stated legislative agenda 
that addresses the issues Americans are most concerned about.  Democrat’s pursuit 
of a positive agenda has gotten things done.  If change is your measurement of 
success consider these points.  
 
First, Democrats in Congress made Americans safer by passing all the 
recommendations of the 9/11 Commission.  The Senate has conducted dozens of 
oversight hearings on the war in Iraq.  No longer will the Congress simply serve as a 
rubber stamp for the Bush administration.  Renewed congressional oversight also 
extends to the investigation of conditions at Walter Reed Hospital and within the 
Veteran Administration too. 
 
Another significant accomplishment of this Congress is that, for the first time in 10 
years, a bill was passed which will raise the minimum wage.  Union members and 
supporters also received good news recently, the House passed the Employee Free 
Choice Act.  This bill is designed to strengthen the ability of workers to organize and 
prevent harassment by employers as they try to form a union or exercise their right to 
collective bargaining.  Also, in the House, Rep. George Miller has introduced a bill 
that would increase federal college financial aid by $20 billion over the next five 
years.  This bill, if passed, will increase Pell Grant scholarships from $4050 to $5200 
by 2013.  Additionally, the legislation changes loan policy by allowing students to 
repay at a lower rate proportional to their income and reduces loan rates from 6.8% 
to 3.4% for middle and lower income students. 
  
In regard to ethics, the House and Senate have passed the most comprehensive 
internal reforms in 20 years, banning gifts, meals and travel funded by lobbyists.  
The new Congress has also brought back the time tested Democrat tradition of 
“Spend As You Go” which in budgeting terms means no new spending if it does not 
fit into the overall funding plan. 
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The 110th Congress and the Democratic Agenda 
 

Honest Government and Open Government 
We will end the Republican culture of corruption and restore a 
government as good as the people it serves, starting with real ethics 
reform. 
 
 
Energy Independence 
We will create a cleaner, greener and stronger America by reducing 
our dependence on foreign oil, eliminating billions in subsidies for oil 
and gas companies and use the savings to provide consumer relief and 
develop energy alternatives, and investing in energy independent 
technology. 

 
 

Health Care System That Works for Everyone 
We will join 36 other industrialized nations in making sure everyone 
has access to affordable health care, starting by fixing the prescription 
drug program and investing in stem cell and other medical research. 
 

 
Real Security 
We will protect Americans at home and lead the world by telling 
the truth to our troops, our citizens and our allies. We 
believe in a strong national defense that is both tough and smart, 
recognizing that homeland security begins with 
hometown security. 

 
Economic Prosperity and Educational Excellence 
We will create jobs that stay in America and restore opportunity for 
all Americans, starting with raising the minimum wage, expanding 
Pell grants and making college tuition tax deductible. We also 
believe in budget discipline that reduces our deficit 
 

 
Retirement Security  
We will ensure that a retirement with dignity is the right and 
expectation of every single American, starting with pension 
reform, expanding saving incentives and preventing the 
privatization of social security 
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